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What a year it’s been! As a new retiree I’ve been overwhelmed at times at what 
this all-volunteer organization has offered to fulfill our purpose, “to promote the 
interests and welfare of Association members, to facilitate their support of the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison and the surrounding community, and maintain 
liaison with relevant University and community organizations”. 

Our organization maintains a dynamic communications enterprise including our 
website at: http://uwra.wisc.edu where members and prospective members can 
view our programs and activities, along with bylaws, officers and much more. The 
website includes an inclusive list of our committees which form the heart and soul 
of our organization. Pick one that interests you and join in! 

In addition, we publish our excellent newsletter, The Sifter, monthly, September 
through June to remind members of upcoming activities and programs and 
valuable information learned from past events. A very special thank you to our 
new editor, Mary Ray, and the continuing work of Colleen McCabe laying it out! 

A major effort this year was initiated by President Dye to evaluate current 
committees and ensure that they reflect their members and the mission of 
UWRA. Consequently, the Social Committee has been renamed the Connections 
Committee to reflect the committee’s wish to reinforce the efforts to connect our 
members with fun, informative and entertaining activities. A new breakfast option 
was added at Elie’s Family Restaurant on the East Side! In addition, the 
Membership Committee has initiated outreach to the new shared governance 
group on campus for university staff (formerly classified staff) by highlighting 
eligibility for emeritus status and describing the benefits. Next up in this area will 
be an effort by our Retirement Challenges Committee to share important 
resources available to the university staff. 

Our other committees continued to offer popular and informative programs for 
our members especially Financial Matters in Retirement, Travel and Electronic 
Technology Committees. We also enjoyed the “behind-the-scenes” work of our 
auditors and the Communications and Volunteering Committees. Of course, our 
Luncheon Committee offered four excellent programs with food! For a full list 
please check our website. 

Thank you to departing board members Barbara Erlenborn, Al Liegel and past 
president Phil Certain. Welcome to new board members Chuck Read, Rob 
Seltzer and Jim Stratton. Diane Kravetz has reinvented herself by accepting the 
position of president-elect! Filling out your board are Pat Carol, John Helgeson, 
Dorothy Klinefelter, Cherie Krenke, Cora Marrett and Sarah Potts along with 
officers, past president Bob Dye, secretary Bill Richner and treasurer Darrell 
Barth. Let’s have a great year! 


