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We kicked off our 2015-16 season on Thursday, October 8, 2015, with new Luncheon 
Committee member Douglas Bradley, a Vietnam veteran who has spent 30 years working at the 
UW, and his co-author, Professor Craig Werner, Chair of Afro-American Studies. They co-teach 
a course on the Vietnam War and wrote a book, We Gotta Get Out of This Place. Intertwined 
with their narrative were musical selections from that time (and a sing-along). We continued our 
musical theme with Professor Michael Leckrone, Director of the University of Wisconsin 
Marching Band and Director of Bands, as our luncheon speaker. We learned how students are 
selected and mentored and were regaled with remembrances of the Marching Band’s 
participation in many bowl game performances over the years. There were 102 registered for the 
morning program and 107 for the plated lunch at the Coliseum Bar and Banquet. 

The Wednesday, November 11, 2015, event at Warner Park Community Center featured 
Professor of History William P. Jones, an expert on race and labor in the 20th-century United 
States. He spoke on “The New Jim Crow, the New Civil Rights and the Limits of Historical 
Analogy.” Madison’s Chief of Police Mike Koval was our luncheon speaker on “Community 
Policing Meets with Restorative Justice and Mental Health Initiatives.” He talked about the 
Department’s community policing initiatives, their new restoration program for youth, and their 
mental health initiatives in the community. Eighty were registered for the morning program and 
83 for the buffet lunch catered by Gaylord’s Catering. 

On Thursday, March 17, 2016, we celebrated St. Patrick’s Day by feasting on corned beef 
brisket and cabbage and wearin’ o’ the green! Greg DeBroux was the caterer. Former Artist-in-
Residence and independent piano teacher William Lutes presented “Teaching Classical Music in 
the 21 Century” and shared some of his students’ performances from prestigious competitions.  

Rev. Jerry Hancock was called out of town so could not speak about “Justice and Mercy in 
Wisconsin,” which was to include this year’s UW Go Big Read Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson. 
However, Jerry arranged for David Liners, Executive Director of WISDOM, which is best 
known for its work to end mass incarceration, to present in his stead. David is also an adjunct 
faculty member at UW-Milwaukee. Sixty-seven attended the morning program and 70 the buffet 
luncheon at Covenant Presbyterian Church. 

Our final program for the year and the Association’s annual meeting was held on Monday, May 
2, 2016, at the Zor Shrine Temple. Dr. Patty Loew, professor in the Department of Life Sciences 
Communications, gave a very interesting presentation on her book, Indian Nations of Wisconsin: 
Histories of Endurance and Renewal. The book, widely used in college and high school history 
courses, is intended to introduce the twelve Native nations in Wisconsin. Her wealth of 
knowledge shared through story-telling was fascinating. Following the annual meeting and the 
announcement of photo contest winners, luncheon speaker Dr. Jennifer Cheatham shared 
“Excellence with equity: An update on progress in Madison schools.” Jen is Superintendent of 
the Madison Metropolitan School District. She shared information and statistics of current issues 
in schools and how they are being addressed.  There were 107 registered for the morning 
program and 114 for the luncheon program and buffet lunch catered by Hy-Vee Catering. 



 At each UWRA program, participants are encouraged to make donations of cash or 
checks to help with our community’s continuing need to procure food at pantries.  Mt. Zion 
Baptist in October, Bethel Lutheran in November and March, and Grace Episcopal in May were 
the food pantry recipients. 
 
 Needless to say, all of these excellent presenters were suggested by our resourceful 
Luncheon Committee members: Darrell Barth, Doug Bradley, Gail Holmes (Chair), Pat 
Henrikson, Sarah Potts, Christine Schindler, Joel Skornicka, and Barb Wiley.  We also 
appreciate that Ann Wallace willingly receives our reservations and payments.  Providing 
educational, timely, entertaining programs for UW-Madison Retirement Association members 
and guests as well as an opportunity for fellowship is our goal. 


