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The beginning of the year brought about a name change for the Social Committee to the 
Connections Committee.  This change was made to help give our committee a more 
defining name.  Our purpose is to provide our members with connections to some of the 
events and presentations in the UW-Madison Retirement Association. 
 
Thanks to all the members of the Connections Committee for their participation and 
contributions that helped organize and present the events we put on during the last year.  
The Connections Committee members include the two co-chairs, Millard Susman, Gary 
Mitchell, Faisal Kaud, Rose Barroilhet, Sarah Potts, Sara Neuroth, and Ann Wallace, ex 
officio.  Sadly, at the beginning of our year, Judith Craig, who was a long-time member 
of the Social Committee, chose not to continue on our committee but to pursue volunteer 
efforts in a different capacity. 
 
The following were the events developed, presented, or hosted by the Connections 
Committee: 

• Our monthly breakfasts for members are held at Sofra on the West side averaging 
8-10 attendees each month. Our new East side breakfasts at Elie’s Family 
Restaurant began in January 2016 and are averaging 14 members per month.  
Both sites provide fun, food, and friendship.  These breakfasts will continue next 
year. 

• Arranged for September 2016 was the nine-hole golf outing that unfortunately 
was cancelled because of weather. 

• In October 2016, Rick and Peggy Deluge along with Gail Holmes gave a well-
attended travelogue on their recent trip to Cuba. 

• In November 2016, a presentation was given by Lesley Hughes of the School of 
Music prior to the Wind Ensemble Concert, to help the attendees understand the 
modern music we were about to hear in the concert.  For those of us in attendance, 
it was very informative and prepared us for this atypical design of music. 

• In February 2017, a tour was organized of the new UW Health Hospital at the 
American Center.  This new hospital is unique in that the focus is on wellness as 
well as treatment.  Our tour was started with a word from the CEO of the hospital 
and a walk through of the pool, basketball court, physical therapy, and workout 
gyms as well as the hands-on learning kitchen.  This tour was well received and 
prompted possible plans for future activities at the facility. 

• In March 2017, in spite of a snowstorm, an informative lecture was given by 
Emeritus Professor Joe Elder on “India’s Caste System and Efforts to Level the 
Playing Field.” Many positive reviews were returned on his presentation. 

• This year the thank-you reception for all UWRA committee members was 
combined with the annual meeting and luncheon for all members.  Committee 
members were given a free lunch, and the luncheon was located at Olbrich Park.   



• The winners of the third annual photo contest were awarded at the annual 
luncheon.  We had approximately 63 entries this year and fewer people signing in 
to judge photos.  With the lack of participation versus the efforts to organize the 
contest, the Committee will consider ending the contest for next year. 


