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This year, we significantly altered the functions of this committee. We decided to no 
longer organize volunteering experiences for UWRA members. It is apparent that our 
members are very involved in volunteering on their own and are not looking to UWRA 
for additional volunteer activities.  

We decided to discontinue the Volunteer of the Year Award since our members have 
failed to nominate people for many years. Volunteer of the Year Awards have been based 
only on nominations from members of this committee or from the board. This year was 
no exception. Committee members collected testimony from current and past board 
members and committee members to prepare a Volunteer of the Year nomination for our 
outgoing Executive Director, Ann Wallace, to be presented at our annual meeting in May. 
Our only challenge was keeping this effort as a surprise for Ann, which we happily 
accomplished.  

Also, we decided that, once members’ contributions to Madison public schools reach 
$1,000, we will donate $1,000 only to the Foundation for Madison’s Public Schools. We 
want our support to be distributed across the district as needed. This year, we were very 
pleased that we met our goal by January.  

At the November board meeting, we recommended changes to the UWRA Current 
Operating Procedures to reflect the above changes in the functions of our committee. The 
new language will read, “Volunteering: This committee encourages volunteering among 
members in the community and on campus. It also provides oversight of the School 
Partnerships Program, which encourages financial support through the Foundation for 
Madison’s Public Schools.”  

The Volunteering Committee will continue to contact the offices of the Provost and Vice 
Chancellor for Academic Affairs and the Vice Chancellor for Finance and Administration 
to request that they distribute a memo encouraging units to involve UW-Madison retirees 
as volunteers for special projects in their units.  

The committee will continue to identify four food pantries every two years to receive the 
donations of our members that are collected at our various programs. We were excited to 
learn that this year we collected $7,525 for the food pantries. Next year, the committee 
will select four different food pantries.  

This year, the members of the committee were Dale Burke, co-chair; Diane Kravetz, co-
chair; Mary Czynszak-Lyne, Chère Gibson, Chuck Read, and Ann Wallace, ex officio.  

 


