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A&M University



A Tale of 4 
Pandemics



Arundhati Roy



The 
Nature of 
Pandemics

Historically, pandemics have forced 
humans to break with the past and 
imagine their world anew. This one is 
no different. It is a portal, a gateway 
between one world and the next. We 
can choose to walk through it, dragging 
the carcasses of our prejudice and 
hatred, our avarice, our data banks and 
dead ideas, our dead rivers and smoky 
skies behind us. Or we can walk 
through lightly, with little luggage, 
ready to imagine another world. And 
ready to fight for it. ~ Arundhati Roy



The Education Debt - 2006



National Debt



From Achievement 
Gap to Education 
Debt

Achievement Gap – Places the onus 
on students, parents, culture and 
sometimes individual teachers

- Presumes the crux of the problem 
is school achievement

- Ignores “other gaps” – health, 
wealth, teacher qual ity…



Deficit vs Debt

Deficit – The difference between the 
f low of government spending and the 
f low of government revenues

Debt - The debt is the total the U.S. 
government owes—the sums it 
borrowed to cover last year ’s deficit 
and all the deficits in years past



The Academic 
Analogy

Deficit – Yearly achievement test 
scores

Debt – Accumulation of the factors 
contributing to the lack of achievement 
progress



The Debt is 
Historical

Blacks not permitted to read and 
write

Separate and substandard schools

Housing pol icy that denies access to 
qual i ty schools

Under prepared and unqual i f ied 
teachers



The Debt is 
Economic

SCHOOL DISTRICTS WHERE the 
majority of students enrolled are 
students of color receive $23 bill ion 
less in education funding than 
predominantly white school districts, 
despite serving the same number of 
students – a dramatic discrepancy that 
underscores the depth of K-12 funding 
inequities in the U.S.



The Debt is 
Sociopolitical

15 th Amendment granted f ranchise to  a l l  
ma le  c i t i zens

19 th Amendment granted f ranchise to  
women

Nei ther  guaranteed B lacks  the  r ight  to  vote

Not  unt i l  Vot ing R ights  Act  o f  1965 were  
B lacks  assured vot ing r ights  

Th is  means not  unt i l  20 th century  cou ld 
B lack even se lect  loca l  o f f i c ia ls  l i ke  schoo l  
board members.



The Debt is Moral

Denial of full citizenship is immoral

Redlining and discriminatory housing 
policy is immoral

Inability to access quality health care 
is immoral

Differential treatment in the justice 
system is immoral





Lessons from history



Remember 
Katrina ?



What Does 
This Mean in 
a Post-
Pandemic 
World?

Remember what 
happened Post-

Katrina?

Changed 
assumptions? (e.g. 

who can have access 
to digital devices?, 

how important are the 
tests?)

Role of Social-
Emotional Learning & 
Mental Health Needs

How to re-think 
education



Post 
Pandemic 
Student 
Learning

What counts as 
learning?

How do we 
determine what 

students know vs 
what they have?

Can we finally put 
tests in their 

proper 
perspective?

Can we measure 
academic 

PROGRESS vs 
fixed external 
standards?



Post 
Pandemic 
Cultural 
Competence

What is the role of youth culture?

What is the role of socio-economic 
differences?

How do we help teachers understand 
disparity?

What is the role of digital literacy?



Post-Pandemic  
Critical 
Consciousness

What questions 
do we need to 

engage?

How do we help 
the public 

understand our 
changing needs?

For what SEL do 
we prepare?

How do we help 
students cope 
with pandemic 

trauma?
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