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January financial seminar
by Greg Moses, Member, and Jack Sorenson, Co-Chair, 
Committee on Financial Matters in Retirement

Federal budget implications for the future of 
Medicare and Social Security

Tuesday, January 15, 10:00 a.m.–noon
Oakwood Village University Woods

Center for Arts and Education
6205 Mineral Point Road

Registration deadline: Tuesday, January 8

The results of the November 2018 elections are known. 
The U.S. budget deficit, as a result of tax reform 
legislation and new military and domestic spending 
initiatives, is projected to increase significantly over the 
next fiscal year. Social Security has announced the largest 
cost-of-living increase in recent memory for 2019. The 
budget hawks, who had been dormant, are now calling 
on Congress to rein in the projected deficit. The President 
is talking about closing down the federal government 
once more. And social programs again appear to be 
targeted to balance the federal budget. What should 
retirees be concerned about looking at over the next two 
years? Please join us in welcoming Ms. Lisa Lamkins, 
Advocacy Director, AARP Wisconsin, as she discusses 
these issues.

Food pantry contribution
The pantry for this event will be Mt. Zion Baptist Church. 
Cash and checks payable to “Mt. Zion Baptist Church” 
with “food pantry” on the memo line will be accepted.

Registration
Registration is required. If possible, please register online 
at uwramadison.org/event-3162333. Or contact the 
Association office (see masthead).

Parking for Oakwood Village University Woods
(see next column)

GITD: get a grip on your passwords
by Louise Robbins, Co-Chair, Electronic Technology 
Committee

Password management workshop
Thursday, January 24, 2:15-4:00 p.m.

Oakwood Village University Woods
Westmorland Room

6205 Mineral Point Road
Registration is encouraged by Thursday, January 17

Tired of wasting time hunting for errant slips of paper? 
Feel like you’re taxing your brain beyond endurance? 
There’s a solution for that. Or maybe we should say 
“There’s an app for that!” 

Learn how to get a grip on the proliferation of passwords 
that define our lives. Bring your computer or mobile 
device to this Getting IT Done workshop and get set up 
with a password manager. 

Registration
Registration is recommended. If possible, please register 
online at uwramadison.org/event-3168870. Or contact the 
Association office (see masthead).

Parking for Oakwood Village University Woods
Enter Oakwood at the traffic light at Island Drive and 
Mineral Point Road. Take the left fork and then the 
second driveway on the right to enter visitor underground 
parking. Push the button for assistance. Park in any 
visitor or non-reserved stall; take the elevator to the 
first-floor lobby where signs or a receptionist will help 
you. When you exit the underground parking, the garage 
door opens automatically. You may also park outside in 
a surface spot marked “visitor.” On foot, enter Heritage 
at the main entrance, which is the third driveway on 
the right, at the stop sign, or enter the auditorium doors 
directly from the lower drive. The Westmorland room is 
directly behind the main reception desk at your right.

https://UWRAmadison.org
https://uwramadison.org/event-3162333
https://uwramadison.org/event-316887


Monthly reminders

Eastside breakfast at Elie’s, 4102 Monona Drive, 
Madison, at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday, January 16, and 
Tuesday, February 12.

Westside breakfast at Sofra, 7457 Elmwood Avenue, 
Middleton, at 8:30 a.m. on Tuesday, January 8, and 
Wednesday, February 6.

Reservations are not needed, and you are welcome 
wherever you live.

For information on upcoming PLATO trips, visit 
platomadison.org/page-18561.

East Troy Railroad Museum
by Jeanne Stublaski, Co-Chair, Retirement Challenges and 
Opportunities Committee 

The East Troy railroad: then and now
Thursday, January 31, 10:00—noon

Capital Lakes, Grand Hall
333 West Main Street

Registration deadline: Thursday, January 24

Today the East Troy Railroad Museum operates the only 
surviving interurban electric railroad in Wisconsin between 
Mukwonago and East Troy, once part of the Milwaukee 
Electric Railway and Light Company network centered 
in Milwaukee. It operates historic interurban cars and 
streetcars on a regular schedule. The Museum’s mission is 
to preserve the line and equipment so that the public may 
experience riding on historic interurbans and streetcars 
and appreciate the role of the electric railroad in the 
development of many aspects of our lives today.

This presentation by Evan Richards will explain the 
historical significance of electric railroads and their 
profound impact on society, along with their rapid 
development and almost equally rapid decline. So much 
of what we assume are very modern, present day features 
of life actually resulted directly from the electric railroad. 
We will even explore the burning question: would church 
suppers be possible if the interurban had not appeared?

Evan retired from the UW-Madison Space Science and 
Engineering Center in 2006 where he managed several 
NASA spacecraft instrument development programs. He 
now volunteers for many organizations, including serving 
as the volunteer Dinner Train Manager for the East Troy 
Railroad Museum.

Food pantry contribution
The pantry for this event will be Mt. Zion Baptist Church. 
Both cash and checks payable to Mt. Zion Baptist Church 
with “food pantry” on the memo line will be accepted.

Registration
Registration is required. If possible, please register online 
at uwramadison.org/event-3148362. Or contact the 
Association office (see masthead).

Parking
You may park free in the ramp across the street. Enter off 
Washington Place (between West Main Street and West 
Washington Avenue). Push the blue button to obtain a ticket 
and park in spaces marked "Capitol Lakes Reserved." If the 
gates are open, tickets will not be dispensed, and you will 
not need one to leave. After the program, the Capitol Lakes 
front desk will validate your ticket.

Thank you, Frank Boll, 
UWRA videographer
by Kathy Christoph, Co-Chair, Electronic Technology Committee, 
and Member, Committee on Financial Matters in Retirement, and 
Jack Sorenson, Co-Chair, Committee on Financial Matters in 
Retirement

The two committees we represent have appreciated Frank’s 
contributions for a long time, and we want to let all of 
you know what he does on behalf of the organization. 
Whenever he is available, Frank Boll shows up to 
videotape a program at our request. He arrives early, brings 
in his own equipment on his own dolly, moves quietly to 
the back of the room, and sets up the equipment. Frank 
has already loaded a copy of the presenter’s slides, but 
he must await a sound check and coordinate his audio 
with the facility’s system, checking the microphones and 
minimizing the chance of irritating feedback. He records 
the formal program and often the question and answer 
session that follows, then quietly packs up and heads 
home. But his task is not yet complete, for he then edits 
the recording, making sure the spoken word fits with the 
slide being discussed. Only when all is done to his exacting 
standards does he “call it a wrap” and upload it for UWRA 
members to view.

Frank worked professionally as a videographer for our 
local PBS station. He volunteers his time, expertise, and 
equipment use to the UWRA. As a result, people who 
cannot attend a seminar can view many of UWRA’s 
presentations on line, at their leisure. If you happen to see 
Frank Boll at a seminar you are attending, take a second to 
thank him for his volunteer service to the UWRA. Thank 
you, Frank!

https://uwramadison.org/event-3148362


Trek Bicycle Headquarters, Lunch, and Fireside Theatre Presentation of “My Fair Lady”
Thursday, March 7, 2019

Registration deadline: Friday, February 1

Space is limited. Registrations are accepted on a first-come basis.
Cost: $90 per person (Includes 3-course lunch, “My Fair Lady” play, Trek tour, motor coach, gratuities, and taxes.)

Have a Trek bicycle, want a Trek bike, or just interested in how those beautiful bikes are made? You will get to see it up 
close at their Waterloo facility. It’s all there from concept to testing to riding it out the door. Visit the world headquarters 
and learn about the history of Trek bikes, athletes, and company. After walking through the historic collection of Treks in 
their atrium, proceed through the creative department's design studio and pass the Race Team Shop, where every bike used 
by their athletes is built and inspected. Watch as parts become a signature Trek bike. See where those personalized paint 
jobs on high end bikes are done. Get an inside look at one of Wisconsin's most progressive and green companies. 

Then we are off to lunch at the Fireside in Fort Atkinson and their spectacular rendition of “My Fair Lady.” No matter 
how many times you have seen it, “My Fair Lady” always delights. “My Fair Lady” is a Broadway classic that won six 
Tony Awards, including Best Musical. Its popular film adaptation took home eight Oscars, including Best Picture. “My 
Fair Lady” has entertained over a billion people worldwide with its enchanting Cinderella story about a cockney flower 
girl who is transformed into an elegant lady when the brilliant and irascible Professor Higgins teaches her the proper 
way to speak. It is a beautiful show filled with gorgeous costumes, breath-taking dancing, rib-tickling comedy, and an 
unforgettable score featuring such hits as “Wouldn’t It Be Loverly,” “I’m Getting Married in the Morning,” and “I Could 
Have Danced All Night.” This time it is performed as only the Fireside can do. 

Itinerary 
7:45/8:15 a.m. – West Towne former Sears parking area/East Towne Sears/Planet Fitness Lamp Post #10. 
5:00/5:30 p.m. – Return to Madison. 

Questions: Peggy Daluge 273-1091 or UWRA Office 262-0641. 

If possible, please register online at https://uwramadison.org/event-3164459. Mailed in reservations using the form below 
and checks are accepted.

Trek Bicycle Headquarters, Lunch, Fireside Theatre, Thursday, March 7

NAME (please print)
      Boarding bus
East Side       West Side

Affiliation: UWRA, 
PLATO, Univ. League

Dietary restriction? ________________________________________________________

Cost: $90 per person       Amount Enclosed: ______________

Payment Processing
Complete form. Make check payable to UW-Madison Retirement Association.
Mail to UWRA, 21 North Park Street, Room 7205, Madison, WI  53715-1218.

Refund Policy
A 100% refund will be processed if registration is cancelled before the registration deadline. Normally no refunds will be 
processed if registration is cancelled after the event deadline. If the event has a wait list, the vacated spot will be offered to 
the next person on the list. If the spot is filled, a refund will be processed to the person cancelling. Refunds will be made 
by the same tender received for the original registration.

https://uwramadison.org/event-3164459


Updating our money-management 
techniques
by Judy Craig, Member, Electronic Technology Committee

UWRA members are always interested in learning, and in 
late November about 50 members turned up for an ETC 
program called “Getting IT done: can we learn to bank the 
way today’s students do?” 

This session was developed for us by the UW Credit Union 
(UWCU), using its own software but noting that most 
financial institutions have similar systems. By show of 
hands, we learned that quite a few attendees already used 
a variety of online banking techniques, such as keeping 
track of their balances electronically or paying bills online, 
but few realized they could take a smart-phone photo of 
the occasional check they received at home and deposit it 
without needing to stop by their financial institution to do 
so. 

Attendees had the chance to hear about the ins and outs of 
how this works, with both iPhone and Android capability, 
and, importantly, were able to ask lots of questions about 
security. 

We also learned that a variety of money management tools 
are available to us with online banking, whether we use 
mobile devices, laptops, or desktops; our accounts can 

group savings and expenditures by categories and can 
show us pending items or histories of account items in 
very flexible groupings. Regarding paperwork reduction, 
we learned that we can print our own copies, have the 
financial institution print statements for us, or leave the 
recordkeeping to them, as our personal preferences dictate. 

There was also an opportunity to explore the Credit Score 
information furnished by the Credit Union. A particular 
treat was that the Credit Union representatives (Angie 
Grogan, Steven Ellingson, and Kelsey Michels) brought a 
selection of mobile devices and bogus checks and account 
information so that UWRA members could actually work 
through the deposit process. They could also try out some 
of the person-to-person payment possibilities like Venmo, 
PayPal, and Zelle. 

Attendees welcomed the chance to ask a wide variety of 
questions, and our trio of speakers are glad to entertain 
follow-up questions on this and other topics in the future. 

Was this a useful program? Attendees thought so, according 
to the evaluations they completed. For example, here's 
a comment from one UWCU customer: “I thought the 
session was excellent. On the evening of the presentation, I 
fired up my iPad and deposited a $2.75 check that has been 
sitting on my desk for weeks. Wonderful!”



My will is not my estate plan
by Karen Holden, Member, and Jack Sorenson, Co-Chair, 
Committee on Financial Matters in Retirement

On November 28, in about two hours, Howie Erlanger 
took a complex legal topic, estate planning, and made 
it understandable to everyone in the audience. He 
accomplished this with a firm grasp of the law, but he 
presented in a light, self-effacing manner that made the 
time pass very quickly. 

He explained the concepts of probate (assets handled 
through the courts) and non-probate (assets with designated 
ownership that are transferred directly without going 
through the court system). He went on to list the many 
types of non-probate ownership designations or transfers: 
joint tenancy with the right of survivorship; survivorship 
of marital property; beneficiary designation; joint accounts; 
payable or transfer on death (POD or TOD); and revocable 
living trust, with designated at-death beneficiaries. It was 
pointed out that the asset type and situation could determine 
which type of non-probate vehicle to use.

A will applies only to probate property, thus it is 
worthwhile to have a will to assure those assets are 
distributed as the decedent wished, but a will is only part 
of an estate plan. Alternately, going through probate court 
used to be cumbersome and expensive, but it has been 
much improved in Wisconsin and should not be feared.

Most of the seminar was devoted to a discussion of the 
revocable living trust as a tool for your estate plan. If you 
want to establish a revocable living trust, however, you 
should have an attorney guide you through the process. 
Some of the advantages of the revocable trust include 
a smoother transfer of property at death; easier transfer 
of out-of-state real property; more privacy, because the 
transfer is not a matter of public record; a reduced chance 
for contest; easier maintenance; an easier way to pass 
control of property management; and the trustee (executor) 
does not have to be a state resident. 

There are some potential drawbacks to establishing a 
revocable living trust, most of which occur at the outset. 
For example, there is usually a higher fee for the attorney 
to establish the trust; the property which is to be part of 
the trust needs to have ownership transferred to the trust; 
a home may present special concerns, (i.e. is there an 
insurable interest?); out-of-state property needs verification 
that trust terms will be valid in that state; and finally, 
finally, there is still a need for a will to capture assets that 
are not already in the revocable trust.

During the question and answer session, it was pointed 
out that there is no prohibition against using multiple, 
non-probate ownership designations or transfers. In some 
fashion, this could be a very effective poor man’s revocable 
living trust.

Although the presentation was not videotaped, two 
handouts that were referenced during the presentation are 
posted on the website and can be found under Resources/
Presentation/Presentation 2018-19.

In summary it was an enjoyable and highly informative 
two-hour presentation. Again, our thanks to Howie 
Erlanger!

Announcing a new edition of Living Ledger
by Millard Sussman, Member, Committee on Financial Matters in 
Retirement and the Electronic Technology Committee 

In 2007, a UWRA task force produced a workbook, Living 
Ledger, to help members organize their financial lives. 
The workbook provided a convenient place to collect all 
the information that a members’ heirs would need when 
settling their estates. Over the years, Living Ledger began 
to lose its usefulness because of changes in laws and 
technology and services available to retirees. So a new task 
force took on the job of updating this resource, and the 
updated workbook is now available to UWRA members 
on the Association website. The task force urges members 
to download a copy and try it out. Using your Internet 
browser, go to uwramadison.org and log in with your 
password. (Living Ledger is currently available only to 
UWRA members who are registered users of the website.) 
You will find “Living Ledger” under the “resources” pull-
down menu on the UWRA homepage. 

You will find three versions of Living Ledger on the 
website: two Microsoft Word formats  (doc and docx) and 
a PDF. The Word version is designed to be downloaded to 
your computer and filled out. We believe that it can also be 
opened in usable form by the Pages and Google Docs word 
processors. Members who prefer to fill out the workbook 
manually can print it from the PDF file.

We will offer a hands-on workshop to help members get 
started with Living Ledger on March 5. Please watch for 
the program announcement on the website and in The 
Sifter. We are also arranging to provide hard copies of 
Living Ledger at cost to those who cannot print their own 
copies. Check future issues of The Sifter for further news. 
As always, we welcome comments and suggestions from 
members. Please send your comments to retireassn@
mailplus.wisc.edu.

https://uwramadison.org
mailto:retireassn@mailplus.wisc.edu
mailto:retireassn@mailplus.wisc.edu


From the Executive Director’s desk
by Sandi Haase, Executive Director, UWRA

A prospective member recently asked me, “What is the 
benefit of membership in the UW-Madison Retirement 
Association and why should I join?” The question led me to 
remember why I joined the Association.

I believe that the most obvious benefit is the interesting 
and knowledgeable speakers we have a chance to hear 
each month on topics ranging from financial strategies in 
retirement to continuum of care communities, health and 
wellness, electronic technology, current events, and the 
annual ETF/SWIB reports. Additionally, UWRA provides 
social activities with lively conversations at monthly 
breakfasts and day trips to learn more about our state. Most 
of these are free, and the day trips and luncheons are priced 
at cost.

Another benefit is that many of our programs are 
videotaped. We are lucky to have fellow UWRA member 
Frank Boll, who possesses the talent and means to capture 
many of our presentations, which are then posted on our 
website. When you are unable to attend a program in 
person, you may be able to catch the recorded presentation 
on our website. (Please see article thanking Frank
on page 2.)

That brings me to another benefit, the new UWRA website. 
All members with an email address in the system receive 
an electronic version of The Sifter. Annual, bargain, and 
life members can additionally elect to receive a paper copy 
of the newsletter. From the online version of The Sifter, 
members can click on the link in a program announcement 
and the event registration page will open for ease in 
registering. If there is a charge, they can elect to pay online 
or by invoice. Similarly, members can easily renew their 
membership online.

While most of the website is public, there is also a 
members-only area. In order to access this area, members 
are required to log on using their password. This area 
includes the UWRA membership directory and committee 
records, such as minutes, agendas, board of director 
meeting materials, and financial reports. The most recent 
addition to the members only area is the posting of 
Living Ledger. As you have read in another article in this 
issue, Living Ledger is a document to help you compile 
information to assist your heirs in settling your estate. 

Lastly, one of the greatest benefits is the connection with 
your former colleagues and the opportunity to meet new 
people, to become involved, to share your skills and talents, 
all the while having fun. UWRA is truly your network in 
retirement!

The final word: light
by Mary Barnard Ray, Editor

My favorite part of the beginning of a new year is not the 
parties or the resolutions, and it is certainly not the need to 
lose holiday pounds. What gets me excited about the new 
year is that the days are already lengthening. Bit by bit, we 
get more sunlight: first just a minute a day, then as much as 
three minutes a day. Even though it will be months before 
the long days of summer, I know those days are coming, 
and the brightness of the snow just adds to the feeling of 
energy that knowledge gives me. The growing light makes 
me want to learn and move and try new things. If you are 
having the same urge, you’ll find lots of options to learn 
and move in this issue of The Sifter. You may want to get 
an early start on your financial planning by attending the 
January financial seminar. Or you may prefer to get out of 
town and see “My Fair Lady.” Whatever choices you make, 
enjoy the light.

New members November 12-December 10

Fariba Assadi-Porter
Ernest Borden
Louise Borden

Kathy Dickerson
Larry Dickerson

John Doyle
Gayle Ellis

Richard Ellis
Anthony Fleming

Pat Fleming
David Gilles
Linda Jokisch
Robert Jokisch

Jane Jung
Regina McGinn
Ogi Okwumabua

Warren Porter
James Shaft
Sheryl Shaft

Bruce Thomadsen
Deborah Turski
Patrick Turski



Did you know?

The events calendar on the website is parsed into 
different types of events. You can view all events 
in a calendar or list view; or you can look at just 
trips or social events, or committee meetings or 
university sponsored activities. 

Meet member Bill Richner

My spouse is Joan Richner, who is retired from teaching 
elementary school in Middleton.

Before retiring nine years ago, I was an assistant vice 
chancellor in the Office of Finance and Administration. 
Before that, I worked nine years in administration at 
University Health Services. 

The first thing I did after I retired was take a road trip to 
Georgia and Florida to visit family, do some hiking along 
the Blue Ridge Parkway and Appalachian Trail, and explore 
some family history in Ohio and Illinois.

Now I spend my time participating in silent sports (hiking, 
swimming, biking, paddling, snowshoeing), reading, 
taking road trips, and volunteering with a camp in northern 
Wisconsin. My favorite silent sport is running, which I did 
for 35 years, but my back told me to give that up.

My favorite UWRA activity is attending the financial 
seminars, especially the December economic update.

My favorite part of retirement is having the flexibility 
to travel to see my kids and grandkids, who had been 
living on the West Coast but now are in the Central Time 
Zone. My three-year-old twin granddaughters now live in 
Tennessee.

Something that might surprise you about me is I’m a 
member of more than 20 conservation organizations that 
protect places I care about or address issues that are of 
concern to me.
 
What I’ve been reading lately is a book by Dan Egan, The 
Death and Rise of the Great Lakes.

My favorite restaurant in the Madison area is The Old Feed 
Mill in Mazomanie.

My travel plans include a road trip to northern New 
England. Despite having lived and traveled in the east, I 
have spent too little time in Vermont, New Hampshire and 
Maine. The road trips west have been wonderful, but it’s 
time to go east again.

Attic Angel programs

The continuing education programs of the Attic Angel 
Association, open to the public, are held each Monday 
morning at Attic Angel Place, 8301 Old Sauk Road, 
Middleton, WI. Coffee is served at 10 a.m.; the program 
begins at 10:30 a.m. There is no charge, and no reservation 
is required. 

Monday, January 7, “The history of the Madison Hat 
Ladies: heartwarming stories about homeless kids,” by 
Nancy Daly, who started Madison Hat Ladies.

Monday, January 14, “How and when cochlear implants 
best minimize the impact of hearing loss,” by Michelle A. 
Quinn, Clinical Professor, Department of Communication 
Sciences & Disorders, UW-Madison.

Monday, January 21, “The paradox of being a black 
policeman in Madison,” by Corey Seffold, Madison Police 
Department Officer, via Wisconsin Humanities Council.

Monday, January 28, “The new American Indian Museum 
in Madison, with the Wisconsin Historical Society,” by 
Rebecca Holly Comfort, National Liaison for the American 
Indian Museum in Madison.
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Tuesday January 8  8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Sofra 
Tuesday, January 15  10:00 a.m. Federal budget implications for the future of Medicare 
      and Social Security
Wednesday, January 16  8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Elie’s
Thursday, January 31  10:00 a.m. East Troy Railroad Museum
Wednesday February 6  8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Sofra
Tuesday February 12  8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Elie’s
Tuesday, February 19  10:00 a.m. Skilled Nursing Facilities in Transition
Thursday, March 7  all day  Trek Bicycle and Fireside trip

For information on Board and Committee meetings and deadlines for The Sifter, see the UWRA website 
at UWRAmadison.org.
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