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Get your financial update here
by Kay Reuter-Krohn, Member, Committee on Financial 
Matters in Retirement

Annual ETF and SWIB update
Tuesday, April 16, 10:00 a.m.-noon
Oakwood Village University Woods

Center for Arts and Education
6205 Mineral Point Road

Registration deadline: Tuesday, April 9

More than 632,000 people look to the Wisconsin 
Retirement System (WRS) to help provide for their 
retirement. The State of Wisconsin Investment Board 
(SWIB) is the state agency responsible for investing the 
assets of the retirement system. David Villa, SWIB’s new 
Executive Director and Chief Investment Officer, and 
Rochelle Klaskin, Deputy Executive Director and Chief 
Administrative Officer, will explain the challenges facing 
SWIB and WRS, the impact investment volatility can 
have on WRS participants, SWIB’s investment strategy, 
and the initiatives SWIB is implementing to protect WRS 
investments. 

The Wisconsin Department of Employee Trust Funds 
(ETF) administers retirement, insurance, and other 
benefit programs for active state and local employees and 
for retirees participating in the WRS. Robert Conlin, 
ETF Secretary, will share projections for future Core and 
Variable fund annuity adjustments and will talk about the 
important levers that keep the WRS nearly 100 percent 
funded and able to pay promised benefits. 

Parking
Enter Oakwood at the traffic light at Island Drive and 
Mineral Point Road. Take the left fork and then the 
second driveway on the right to enter visitor underground 
parking. Push the button for assistance. Park in any 
visitor or non-reserved stall; take elevator to first floor 
lobby where signs or a receptionist will help you. When 
you exit the underground parking, the garage door opens 
automatically. You may also park in a surface visitor spot 
(marked spaces along the drive and up the hill toward the 
large lot).

On foot, enter Heritage, 6205 Mineral Point Road, at its 
main entrance (third driveway on the right, at stop sign) 
or enter the auditorium doors directly from the lower 
drive.

If taking the bus, Madison Metro Bus Routes 14 and 
67, stop on Mineral Point Road in front of Oakwood, if 
traveling easterly, or across Mineral Point Road from 
Oakwood, if traveling westerly.

Food pantry contributions
Both cash and checks payable to Mt. Zion Baptist Church 
with “food pantry” on the memo line will be accepted.

Registration
Advance registration is required. If you can, please 
register online at uwramadison.org/event-3273118. 
Alternatively, you may contact the Association office 
(see masthead). If you are not registered in advance, you 
may not receive handouts. If you or your companion 
registered for this seminar but cannot attend, please email 
or call the UWRA office.

Monthly reminders

Eastside breakfast at Elie’s, 4102 Monona Drive, 
Madison, at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday, April 17. 
For Tuesday, May 7, contact Jeanne Stublaski for 
location. (Elie’s is closing.)

Westside breakfast at Sofra, 7457 Elmwood 
Avenue, Middleton, at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, 
April 4, and Wednesday, May 15.

Reservations are not needed, and you are 
welcome to attend either or both breakfasts 
whether you live on the Eastside or the Westside.

For information on upcoming PLATO trips, visit 
platomadison.org/page-18561.

https://UWRAmadison.org
https:uwramadison.org/event-3273118
http://platomadison.org/page-18561


Knowledge is the best defense against 
scammers and thieves
by Millard Susman, Member, Committee on Financial Matters in 
Retirement

The Committee on Financial Matters in Retirement 
recommends that you read Money Smart for Older Adults: 
Resource Guide, a publication of the Bureau of Consumer 
Financial Protection and the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation. We have ordered a limited number of booklets 
that we will make available to members at the next CFMR 
seminar, but you can download a digital copy right now by 
visiting the following website: tinyurl.com/yyqzh4no.

According to the experts, there is an epidemic of scamming 
attacks on older adults, who are considered soft targets 
for thieves. The attacks come by telephone, email, snail 
mail, and door-to-door contacts. Fraudsters may claim to 
be representatives of charities, lotteries, law enforcement, 
the IRS, or other respected organizations. Sometimes 
even trusted family members or friends take advantage 
of opportunities to use our money to enrich themselves. 
People we hire to manage our funds, to repair our homes, 
or to provide support services will sometimes find ways to 
steal from us. Elders often find it difficult or impossible to 
recover their losses.

The best way to protect ourselves from this sort of 
exploitation is to be aware of the many forms in which 
attacks on our financial resources can come. The 
Money Smart booklet provides many examples of the 
scams that we might encounter daily. The booklet gives 
advice on how to defend ourselves against such scams 
and where to seek help if we find ourselves victimized 
by financial fraudsters. 

So, download Money Smart for your own protection. 
It’s like a flu shot. It won’t guarantee immunity against 
financial parasites, but it will reduce your chances of 
succumbing.

Fifty attend Living Ledger seminar
by Faisal A. Kaud and Millard Susman, Members, Committee on 
Financial Matters in Retirement 

The Financial Matters Committee and the Electronic 
Technology Committee sponsored a session on March 5 
to celebrate the introduction of the 2019 UWRA version 
of Living Ledger, a comprehensive document designed for 
UWRA members and their families. Essentially, Living 
Ledger is a tool to help members compile their personal, 
financial, and health information for use by their heirs and 
designated personal representatives in finding important 
documents and locating personal contacts when needed. 
Beside the above-named members, Gerald Kulcinski, Sandi 
Haase, and Karen Holden were part of the task force who 
participated in this revision of Living Ledger.

The five members of the task force explained how Living 
Ledger can be downloaded from the UWRA website and 
presented an overview of the document to explain the value 
of each section of Living Ledger. They pointed out that the 
digital nature of Living Ledger has two values: (1) easy 
sharing of the document with personal representatives and 
family members and (2) easy updating. 

The tool is intended to be as comprehensive as possible 
and, therefore, probably contains sections that may be 
irrelevant to the needs of any given user; nevertheless, 
filling out all the relevant sections should provide all the 
information that helpers and survivors will need in case 
of the user’s death or disability. The speakers pointed out 
the need to protect the confidentiality of the information 
contained in Living Ledger; users should not distribute too 
many copies and should keep certain information, such 
as Internet passwords, in a separate place. In addition to 
a general introduction, they gave users the opportunity to 
ask for any technical help they might need in downloading 
Living Ledger and filling in the blanks.

During the question-and-answer session, attendees 
expressed their appreciation to the task force members 
for producing this important and relevant document and 
requested that a workshop be developed and offered to 
members. If members have interest in attending such a 
workshop, please contact the Association Office.

To download the digital template, go to UWRAmadison.org 
Resources/Living Ledger. If you do not want to print the 
ledger on your printer, you can purchase a paper copy ($10 
each) by visiting “Our Store” at UWRAmadison.org.

http://tinyurl.com/yyqzh4no
UWRAmadison.org


Explore Wisconsin history through new eyes
by Patricia Carol, Co-chair, Retirement Challenges and 
Opportunities Committee

Discovering Civil War writings of Wisconsin women
Wednesday, May 1, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Oakwood Village University Woods

Center for Arts and Education
6205 Mineral Point Road

Registration deadline: Wednesday, April 24

In May 2014, Jo Ann Carr attended a program featuring 
four books highlighting Civil War era letters from soldiers 
from Wisconsin. Following the program, she asked a 
speaker “Where are the letters from Wisconsin women?” 
His startled response to her question led her on a five-year 
quest to find the voices of those forgotten women, eight of 
which will be revealed in Such Anxious Hours: Wisconsin 
Women’s Voices from the Civil War, a University of 
Wisconsin Press book to be published in Fall 2019. Jo Ann 
will offer a sneak preview of her book. 

Attendees will accompany Jo Ann as she culls through 
thousands of records of Civil War writings; peruses and 
deciphers brittle, fading documents in the Wisconsin 
Historical Society Archives; and travels the streets and 
byways frequented by Civil War women. Jo Ann will share 
the challenges of pursuing historical research after a forty-
year career spent leading library and technology services in 
the School of Education. She will reveal why the writings 
of Wisconsin’s Civil War women have been hidden and 
how the history of northern women in the Civil War has 
been obscured by other accounts of that era. Jo Ann will 
also share brief stories of the eight women featured in her 
forthcoming book as well as those of other women she 
encountered during her quest.

Parking
Enter Oakwood at the traffic light at Island Drive and 
Mineral Point Road. Take the left fork and then the second 
driveway on the right to enter visitor underground parking. 
Push the button for assistance. Park in any visitor or non-
reserved stall; take elevator to first floor lobby where 
signs or a receptionist will help you. When you exit the 
underground parking, the garage door opens automatically. 
You may also park in a surface visitor spot (marked spaces 
along the drive and up the hill toward the large lot).

On foot, enter Heritage, 6205 Mineral Point Road, at its 
main entrance (third driveway on the right, at stop sign) or 
enter the auditorium doors directly from the lower drive.

If taking the bus, Madison Metro Bus Routes 14 and 
67, stop on Mineral Point Road in front of Oakwood, if 
traveling easterly, or across Mineral Point Road from 
Oakwood, if traveling westerly. 

Food pantry contributions
Both cash and checks payable to Mt. Zion Baptist Church 
with “Food Pantry” on the memo line will be accepted.

Registration
Advance registration is required. If you can, please 
register online at uwramadison.org/event-uwramadison.
org/event-3295083. Alternatively, you may contact the 
Association office (see masthead). If you are not registered 
in advance, you may not receive handouts. If you or your 
companion registered for this seminar but cannot attend, 
please email or call the UWRA office.

From the Executive Director’s desk
by Sandi Haase, Executive Director

Did you know that UWRA budgets for two $1,000 grant 
donations annually? The first grant is to the Dean of 
Students Crisis Fund and is donated purely to aid those in 
need. The second is a matching grant to the Foundation 
for Madison’s Public Schools. The matching grant was 
established to encourage our members to donate to either 
the Foundation for Madison Public Schools or their favorite 
local public school. Once the $1,000 threshold for self-
reported donations is reached, UWRA sends a check. 
The matching grant is based upon all the donations made 
during the year by our members to any Dane County public 
school.

Members, please disclose your public-school donations to 
the Association office at retireassn@mailplus.wisc.edu so 
they can be applied to our matching fund. The UWRA was 
again able to match the full $1,000 grant this year, thanks 
to your contributions. Both UWRA grants were mailed 
recently and we have received a thank you from Melinda 
V. Heinritz, Executive Director, Foundation for Madison’s 
Public Schools, and Mike Knetter, President and CEO, UW 
Foundation, for our donations. Thank you for your past 
donations, which have allowed us to continue to provide 
the full amount of our matching grant in support of our 
fantastic public schools.

http://uwramadison.org/event-uwramadison.org/event-3295083
http://uwramadison.org/event-uwramadison.org/event-3295083
mailto:retireassn@mailplus.wisc.edu


What’s up with skilled nursing facilities?
by Faisal A. Kaud and Millard Susman, Members, Committee on 
Financial Matters in Retirement

Five experts on elder care presented a CFMR seminar 
on the subject: “Skilled nursing facilities in transition, 
emergent home care agencies, and medical oversight” 
on February 19. The speakers discussed various factors 
currently driving changes in skilled nursing services. 

John Sauer, President and CEO of LeadingAge Wisconsin, 
identified five major causes of change.

1. Wisconsin’s population is aging. The number of 
individuals over 85 is projected to increase by 
120% over the years 2015-2040.

2. The caregiver workforce is rapidly declining. It is 
estimated that one in five caregiving staff positions 
is currently unfilled. The major reason for this dire 
situation is that caregivers are leaving the health 
care field for better pay and working conditions. 

3. Hospital inpatient stays are declining while 
outpatient activity is expanding rapidly.

4. The operating cost of skilled nursing service 
facilities has increased substantially, and the 
reimbursement for services has been decreasing.

5. The regulatory oversight burden has substantially 
increased.

Taken together, these forces have compelled hospitals 
and long-term care facilities to enter into new cooperative 
arrangements across the care continuum for positive patient 
outcomes. 

Mary Ann Drescher, President of Attic Angel Community, 
explained that, after thoughtful review, the Angel board 
decided to close the skilled nursing facility and replace 
it with a home-like environment that emphasizes social 
interaction while delivering quality medical care services. 
Accordingly, Attic Angel contracted with a Medicare/
Medicaid certified home health services agency to provide 
residents with the necessary care. This model is providing 
a broader theme in long-term care, which is increasingly 
taking the form of managed care at home. She articulated 
how home care services are delivered and evaluated. 
The primary motivation for Attic Angel’s change was the 
limited bed capacity of its skilled nursing service and the 
high cost of managing it, which was not sustainable for the 
long term. 

Kelsey Abel, Administrator of Recover Health, described 
the services provided by Recover Health, which is the 
Medicare/Medicaid certified home health agency that 
provides the services that have been initiated at Attic Angel. 
These include a full range of in-home services for patients 
needing care for short-term or long-term disabilities. 

Service is delivered 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. The 
agency is regulated by Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
and periodically surveyed to ensure compliance with 
service regulations. The home team consists of RN/LPN, 
therapist, home health aid, and pharmacist. Recover Health 
accepts payments from Medicare Part A, Medicaid, private 
pay, and longterm care insurance. 

Tim Conroy, Executive Director of Capitol Lakes, 
addressed how skilled nursing services are covered and 
how increases in health care costs and governmental 
oversight are being managed. He explained that outpatient 
surgeries have increased but skilled nursing services have 
decreased. Capitol Lakes has partnered with the UW Health 
ACO (Accountable Care Organization) to accept more 
complex medical patients. Capitol Lakes is committed 
to continue managing the skilled nursing services and to 
provide a full continuum of care. 

Zack Grabot, Hebron Oaks Nursing Home Administrator 
at Oakwood Village University Woods, detailed their key 
management problems: (1) inadequate reimbursement for 
services rendered, (2) an acute shortage of caregivers, (3) 
higher acuity patients, and (4) a challenging regulatory 
environment. Zack made a strong case for maintaining the 
skilled nursing services and the continuum of care. 

In this seminar, attendees became aware of the changes in 
the skilled nursing services environment and the medical 
service choices available to them. During the question and 
answer session, a member asked whether long-term care 
insurance pays for skilled nursing services. This varies. The 
speakers strongly advised attendees to become thoroughly 
familiar with the content and the coverage of their policies. 
The program was videotaped and is available for viewing 
on uwra.wildapricot.org/Presentations-20182019.

Did you know …

That your membership renewal date is listed 
above the salutation on the email you receive 
with The Sifter link? If you have elected 
to receive a paper copy of The Sifter, your 
membership renewal date is printed just to the 
right of your name on the mailing label.

http://uwra.wildapricot.org/Presentations-20182019


Larson’s Famous Clydesdales, Vines & Rushes Winery, the Birthplace of the GOP
Wednesday, May 29, 2019

Registration deadline: Monday, May 13
Cost: $72.00 per person

(includes fees for tours, wine tasting, lunch, motor coach, tax, and gratuities) 
University League and Plato members may register if space is available.

What do Clydesdales, cold-tolerant grape wines, and the birthplace of the GOP have in common? They are all located in 
Ripon, Wisconsin, just an hour-and-a-half drive from Madison. Larson’s Famous Clydesdales, the only show of its kind 
in the Midwest, is a 90-minute guided tour with a short grandstand performance in the middle. See these gentle giants up 
close and pet a recent newborn (200 pounds at birth). Tour the ranch and see the trucks, trailers, harnesses, and equipment 
that accompany a performing horse show.

Then visit the birthplace of the Republican Party, where a group of Riponites gathered on a cold evening in 1854 
to form a new anti-slavery party which became the Republican party. The birthplace, also known as the little white 
schoolhouse, has been restored to represent, as closely as possible, how it might have appeared on that historic night. Tour 
this National Historic Site and participate in an interpretive program that reviews local and national events of the 1850s 
that led to Ripon’s role in creating national political history.

Vines & Rushes Vineyard and Winery is located four miles north of Ripon. It focuses on growing and using cold-
tolerant grape varieties capable of surviving Wisconsin’s frigid winters to make quality wines. We will tour the vineyards 
and the winery, then have a wine tasting with a Neapolitan style wood-fired pizza buffet. Craft beer or root beer will be 
available for those not wishing to participate in the wine tasting (indicate on registration form).

Schedule
8:15 a.m. – Leave West Side pick-up point (West Towne – Total Wine (former Sears) lot.
9:00 a.m. – Leave East Side pick-up point (East Towne – Sears/Planet Fitness – Lamp Post #10).
5:00 p.m. – Arrive East Side pick-up point.
5:45 p.m. – Arrive West Side pick-up point.
Questions: Call UWRA Office at 262-0641 or Esther Olson at 335-3207.

Registration: You are encouraged to register online. To register, visit uwramadison.org/event-3311685. Or mail in your 
reservation using the form below with a check.

Larson’s Famous Clydesdales, Vines & Rushes Winery, the Birthplace of the GOP
Wednesday, May 29

Name (please print) Bus Pick Up -
East   |    West

Affiliation: UWRA, 
PLATO, Univ. League

Wine Tasting    
Yes     |      No                   

Lunch includes pizza buffet, green salad and dressings, dessert, coffee, and water. 

Cost: $72.00 per person. Amount enclosed____________.  Deadline May 13.
Payment processing: Complete form. Make check payable to UWRA. Mail to UW-Madison Retirement Assoc., 
21 N. Park St., Room 7205, Madison, WI 53715-1218.

Refund policy: UWRA refunds an event fee if cancelled prior to the registration deadline. Refunds are only processed 
after the registration deadline if a wait-listed registrant can attend. Refunds are made by same tender received for original 
registration.

https://uwramadison.org/event-3311685


Meet member Don Miner
by Debra Lauder, Column Coordinator

Spouse: Kathy Miner

Before retirement, I was the Assistant Vice Chancellor for 
Business Services.

The first thing I did after I retired was travel to visit my 
children and grandchild, who live on St. John in the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. If you go there, visit their restaurant: 
theterracestjohn.com. 

Now I spend my time as Treasurer of the Friends of the 
UW-Madison Odyssey Project and the Daily Cardinal 
Media Corporation. I also maintain databases for the 
Oakwood Foundation and the Literacy Network. For Beth 
Israel Center, I’m the retired Financial Vice President and 
currently the volunteer bookkeeper. I am on the Martin 
Luther King Coalition of Madison and Dane County. I’m 
on the Friends of the UW Arboretum finance committee 
and a trained Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 
tax preparer. Additionally, I sing in the Madison College 
Community Choir and take care of my disabled brother-in-
law and elderly mother. For the UWRA, I am the computer 
setup person for presentations arranged by the Committee 
on Financial Matters in Retirement.

The top item still on my bucket list is to see people 
throughout the world celebrate differences rather than turn 
away from those who are not like themselves.

I joined UWRA because I enjoy being around UW people.

My least favorite part of retirement is taking care of my 
body. I guess that’s not really a result of retirement. It just 
seems be a full-time job as we get older.

I still can’t throw away the $81.5 million Notice of Tax 
Deficiency that the UW received from the IRS in 1990 
based on the way we didn’t withhold taxes from Research 
Assistants. After six years of legal battles, we didn’t owe 
anything, but we changed our practices based on changes in 
the law.

Something that would surprise you about me is I’m blind 
in my right eye and have been since I was three years old. I 
think having to adapt has always been a source of strength 
for me in other areas of my life.

The music I most enjoy listening to is folk music. My wife 
is the volunteer librarian for Simply Folk on WPR, and we 
travel to folk festivals to collect music for the library, in 
addition to enjoying the music.

My travel plans include visiting St. John twice a year 
to take care of our grandchild during school breaks. In 
addition, we have taken to stopping for a week in Florida 
on the way back. Not total snowbirds, we are staying out 
of the coldest weather, which is nice as you get older. 
This year we will also go to Isle Royale with the Natural 
Resources Foundation.

The final word
by Mary Barnard Ray, Editor

Ah, Spring! Although I like snow—yes, really—I love the 
shift to spring as well. More sunlight, more green, more 
energy! We are indeed lucky to live in a place with four 
distinct seasons. For me, this change of seasons brings 
with it the impetus, or excuse, to change the rhythms and 
activities of my life. Some of that dreary treadmill walking 
can morph into digging in the garden. Longer days make 
evening activities more appealing, and in general I feel 
a surge of energy as I watch for the first green tips of my 
daffodils.

If you also feel that surge and want to put some of that 
energy to use in a new way, consider getting a bit more 
involved in UWRA. If you like to do layouts, consider 
being assistant layout editor for The Sifter. Want to make 
some new friends? Join one of the committees. Love 
photography? Take pictures at every UWRA event you 
attend and send them to me for possible inclusion in The 
Sifter. Like writing? Write about your experiences at a 
UWRA event. Want to contribute just an hour a month? 
Contact me about taking responsibility for one of the 
content checks for our newsletter, such as checking to make 
sure all the web links work. Ready for a more extensive 
commitment? Contact me about coordinating one of 
several new columns we are considering for upcoming 
issues. Maybe you just want to attend a few more events 
this month. Whatever your inclination, the UWRA has 
something for you!

Welcome to these new members of the 
Association, February 15 – March 10

Neal Barney
Jacob Blasczyk
Eileen Callahan

Christine Cefalu-Moses
Cynthia Hasz

Sharon Kluender
John Moses

Elizabeth Uhr

http://theterracestjohn.com


Help sustain nearby prairie gardens 
by Jake Blasczyk, Member, UWRA

The Southwest Commuter Bike Trail extends from the 
UW Campus and goes through several neighborhoods 
before joining the Capital City Trail north of the Beltline. 
Since the opening of the trail in 2001, volunteers 
have transformed areas of weeds and invasives into 
colorful prairie gardens. These prairies reinforce human 
connections, provide natural habitat, notably for monarch 
butterflies, and mitigate stormwater runoff. 

These are special places for UW retirees like me. I am 
the crew chief of Prospect Gardens, located near Prospect 
Avenue and Fox Avenue. Working with volunteers to 
beautify our neighborhood brings me much joy. Learn 
more about Prospect Gardens at gardensprospect.
blogspot.com/. Other Southwest Path prairies are between 
Commonwealth Avenue and the Beltline and includes the 
Regent neighborhood pollinator garden, Dudgeon-Monroe 
Neighborhood Association, Glenway prairie and wildflower 
areas, and Midvale Heights prairie and natural areas. These 
prairies depend on volunteers, and those people volunteer 
for different reasons; companionship, contributing to the 
community, creating green spaces and the fun of gardening 
with neighbors are important motivators. Knowledge of 
prairies is not required. 

If you are interested in helping to sustain any of these 
prairie gardens, email me at jacob84@charter.net, and I will 
connect you with the area coordinator.

Do you like to write? 

RSVP of Dane County is looking for volunteer writers. If 
you have experience writing articles or have held a position 
where writing was a key piece of your job, then come use 
that experience to help promote volunteerism as a roving 
reporter. For more information, please contact Diana Jost, 
RSVP Asst. Director, djost@rsvpdane.org or 441-1393.

RSVP open house

How can you help your community? Where can I 
volunteer? What would I like to do? RSVP of Dane County 
may be able to help you answer those questions. Find out 
the many volunteer opportunities available in Dane County 
at our annual Open House on April 11. The Open House is 
from 1:30 until 3:30 p.m. at RSVP of Dane County office, 
6501 Watts Road, Suite 250, Madison. 

Tracy A. Schroepfer, Ph.D., will speak about social 
isolation and the health benefits of volunteering. Professor 
Schroepfer is a Hartford Geriatric Social Work Faculty 
Scholar and works with the School of Social Work at the 
UW-Madison. Come enjoy a light snack and talk to one of 
our Volunteer Coordinators about a way you can make a 
difference.

Attic Angels programs

The continuing education programs of the Attic Angel 
Association, open to the public, are held each Monday 
morning at Attic Angel Place, 8301 Old Sauk Road, 
Middleton, WI. Coffee is served at 10 a.m.; the program 
begins at 10:30 a.m. There is no charge, and no reservation 
is required. 

Monday, April 8, “Modern Medicine and the Amish 
Community,” Lea Cornell, M.D.

Monday, April 15, “Predicting Wisconsin Weather” Gary 
Cannalte, Chief Meterologist, WISC-TV.

Monday, April 22, Easter Monday, no program.

Monday, April 29, “Kicking for Success,” Taylor Mehlhaff, 
Special Teams Assistant, University of Wisconsin Badger 
Football Program.

Undergraduate symposium

You are invited to attend the 21st Annual Undergraduate 
Symposium, ugradsymposium.wisc.edu/, featuring an 
array of undergraduate creativity, achievements, research, 
service-learning and community-based research from all 
areas of study by more than 700 students at UW-Madison. 
Members of the university, the surrounding community, 
family, and friends are invited to attend this free event on 
Friday, April 12, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. in Union 
South.

The Friends and Family Reception and the presentation 
of the sixth annual Awards for Mentoring Undergraduates 
in Research, Scholarly and Creative Activities will begin 
at 1:30 p.m. in Varsity Hall. The reception will begin with 
remarks by Steve Cramer, Vice Provost for Teaching and 
Learning, and a student dance performance.

http://gardensprospect.blogspot.com/
http://gardensprospect.blogspot.com/
mailto:djost@rsvpdane.org
https://ugradsymposium.wisc.edu/


May Luncheon and Annual Meeting
Tuesday, May 14, 2019

UW-Madison Arboretum Auditorium, 1207 Seminole Highway
Check-in begins at 9:30, Program 10:00, Annual Meeting 11:00, Luncheon 11:45 a.m.

Registration deadline: Tuesday, May 7
Cost $17.00 per person

“It’s SO much better with a song!” This morning we’re invited to enjoy the musical talents of Marcy Heim, who served 
as the first Director of Development for the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences, hired by Dean Leo Walsh in 1983. 
During her 23 years with the UW Foundation, giving to the College skyrocketed and provided scholarships, gardens, 
buildings, professorships, and so much more. There is joy in giving, and Marcy wants everyone to experience it! Behind 
the CALS scene, Marcy has had her own band, Marcy and The Highlights, for over 35 years. Marcy continues to 
perform with the band and throughout the world as President of The Artful Asker, a full-service fundraising consultancy. 
All her presentations are sprinkled with her original fundraising songs. Join a musical tour with Marcy as she shares 
some of her all-time favorites as well as her original tunes used in her fundraising talks. Laugh, enjoy, and sing along!

We will be welcomed to the Arboretum by its Director and our luncheon speaker, Karen Oberhauser. After 35 years 
studying monarch butterfly biology and conservation, she moved to the UW-Madison from Minnesota. Her talk is titled 
“A butterfly ecologist at the UW-Madison Arboretum.” While the connections between monarchs and the birthplace 
of the field of restoration ecology may seem tenuous, there are strong links between species conservation and the 
work of the Arboretum. After highlighting these links, Karen will describe how Arboretum staff, volunteers, and 
collaborators are building on 86 years of leadership in the fields of restoration ecology, environmental education, and 
land management. Her talk will address new initiatives and future directions at the Arboretum, focusing on connections 
with UW researchers and the broader community.

The pantry recipient for this event will be Open Seat Food Pantry. We can accept cash and checks made payable to 
UW Foundation with Open Seat Food Pantry on the memo line. The luncheon buffet entrees are homemade meatloaf 
(better than mom’s!) with au gratin potatoes, or cheese ravioli with marinara sauce. Both meals include tossed salad 
with dressing, Wisconsin blend vegetables (carrots, green beans, and corn), rolls and butter, and beverages of coffee, 
lemonade, milk, and water. The buffet will be catered by Gaylord’s.

The Luncheon Committee: Darrell Barth, Marc Fink, Pat Henrikson, Sarah Potts, 
Christine Schindler, Joel Skornicka, Barb Wiley, and Gail Holmes (Chair).

You are encouraged to register online at uwramadison.org/event-3321270. Mailed reservations and checks are also 
accepted.

May Morning Program, Annual Meeting and Luncheon Tuesday, May 14
NAME (please print)

Attending 
Morning Program

Meatloaf Cheese 
Ravioli

Yes        No

Yes        No

Dietary restriction? _____________________________________________________________________________
______ I am a guest because I serve on a UWRA committee. Committee: __________________________________
______ New member free lunch. Each new member may enjoy one free lunch during your first year of membership. If 
choosing this option, do not pay. Your registration will be taken care of administratively.

Cost: $ 17.00 per person. Amount enclosed__________. Deadline May 7.
Payment processing: Complete form. Make check payable to UWRA. Mail to UW-Madison Retirement Assoc. 21 N. 
Park St., Room 7205, Madison, WI 53715-1218.

Refund policy: UWRA refunds an event fee if cancelled prior to the registration deadline. Refunds are only processed 
after the registration deadline if a wait-listed registrant can attend. Refunds are made by same tender received for original 
registration.

https://uwramadison.org/event-3321270


	

(Please print)

Name Spouse/Partner Name

Email Spouse/Partner Email

Address (street, city, state, zip+4)

Home phone    Mobile phone Are you 
retired?
0Yes  0No

 Year retired Retired from (department)

Membership level All members receive the monthly newsletter electronically. Annual, Bargain, and Life 
members may elect to receive a hard copy newsletter. Please be aware that the hard copy 
arrives 7 to 10 days after the electronic version is distributed and available online.
 
As an Annual, Bargain, or Life member, I elect to receive the newsletter in hard copy. 
0Yes  0No

ANNUAL - $20

BARGAIN - $100 Get 6 years for price of 5!

LIFE - $300 One household member must be receiving a Wisconsin Retirement System annuity.

OUT OF AREA - $10 Living in zip codes other than 535, 537, 539. Newsletter sent via email only.

OUT OF AREA BARGAIN - $50 Get 6 years for price of 5 if living in zip codes other than 535, 537, 539. Newsletter sent via 
email only.

NOT YET RETIRED - $10 Newsletter sent via email only.

You are encouraged to join online! Visit UWRAmadison.org.
•	 Join and pay online
•	 Join online and pay by check
•	 Join by mailing this application with check payable to UWRA and mail to UWRA, 21 North Park Street, Room 7205, 

Madison, WI 53715-1218

UW-Madison Retirement Association Membership 

Wisconsin Coalition of Annuitants’ (WCOA) Annual Conference
By Sandy Drew, Member, and WCOA President

WRS retirees have an opportunity to meet ETF and SWIB leaders, learn more about their pension system and ask 
questions about their benefits at the WI Coalition of Annuitants' (WCOA) annual conference to be held on May 10, 
2019, at the American Family Headquarters, Madison. The WCOA is a statewide group composed of organizations that 
represent retired state and local government employees and serves as a watchdog to assure the retirement funds are used 
solely for the benefit of WRS participants. In addition to ETF Secretary Robert Conlin and SWIB Executive Director 
David Villa speaking at the conference, annuitants will also hear from: Timothy M. (Tim) Smeeding, Lee Rainwater 
Distinguished Professor of Public Affairs and Economics LaFollette School of Public Affairs, about the potential future 
our children and grandchildren face with no pensions and insufficient savings for retirement; Attorney Douglas Poland 
about the lawsuit dealing with Wisconsin's gerrymandered legislative districts; and Helen Marks Dicks, State Advocacy 
Director AARP-WI, on proposed legislation to give caregivers a tax credit for caring for a friend or family member. Go to 
www.wicoa.org for more information about the conference and how to register.

http://UWRAmadison.org
http://www.wicoa.org/
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Monday, April 1  1:30 p.m. No April fools – the bugs will be coming
Thursday, April 4  8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Sofra
Tuesday, April 9  1:00 p.m. Google tools for everyday tasks
Tuesday, April 16  10:00 a.m. Annual SWIB, ETF Update
Wednesday, April 17  8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Elie’s
Wednesday, May 1  1:30 p.m. Discovering Civil War writings of Wisconsin women
Tuesday, May 7   8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Sofra
Friday, May 10   9:00 a.m. Wisconsin Coalition of Annuitants’ Annual Meeting
Tuesday, May 14  10:00 a.m. Annual meeting, program, lunch 
      (check-in begins at 9:30 a.m.)
Wednesday, May 15  8:30 a.m. East Side breakfast (location to be announced)
Tuesday, May 21  10:00 a.m. Making your money last in retirement
Wednesday, May 29  all day  Hidden treasures in Ripon

For information on Board and Committee meetings and deadlines for The Sifter, see the UWRA website 
at UWRAmadison.org.

http://UWRAmadison.org
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