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December financial seminar
by Joan Gillman, Member, Committee on 
Financial Matters in Retirement

The health of the U.S. economy
Tuesday, December 18, 2018

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Oakwood Village University Woods

Center for Arts and Education
6205 Mineral Point Road
Registration deadline: 
Tuesday, December 11

The economy appears to be booming while 
the stock market is getting a little jittery. The 
unemployment rate is the lowest in 49 years, 
but wage growth is low. The Federal Reserve 
is raising short-term interest rates while 
long-term rates have moved little. The op-ed 
pieces on the economy continue to be all over 
the place. Are you having trouble figuring out 
what indicators reflect the reality of the state 
of the economy? Are you wondering what’s 
going on? Join us when Steve Rick, Chief 
Economist for CUNA Mutual, will once 
again help us understand what really is going 
on with the U.S. economy. Steve is one of 
our most popular presenters, so come join us 
for an enlightening and entertaining session 
on our economy.

Food Pantry: Grace Episcopal Church Food 
Pantry. Both cash and checks payable to 
Grace Food Pantry will be accepted.

Registration
Registration is required. You are encouraged 
to register online at uwramadison.org/
event-3035198. Alternatively, you may 
contact the Association office (see masthead).

See page 2 for parking information.

Lessons learned: exploding the myth of flood 
insurance
by Kathleen Irwin, Member, Committee of Financial Matters in Retirement

Like many people, we bought into the general lore that flood 
insurance was not available unless a residence was in a flood plain or, 
if flood insurance was available, it was prohibitively expensive. We 
also thought that floods were something that happened to folks who 
were lucky enough to live close to a body of water. After our recent 
experience taught us that flooding could occur even when the nearest 
body of water was a good block downhill from our home, we decided 
to investigate the flood insurance folklore. 

Here is what we learned. Flood insurance is available under the 
National Flood Insurance Program even if you don’t live in a flood 
plain. You have to obtain the policy through an insurance agent, 
but the cost of claims is underwritten by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA). Thus, flood insurance is available and 
presumably won’t be cancelled out after your first claim.

We just obtained a policy through our agent. It provides coverage 
based on the damage we just suffered plus a reasonable estimate 
of the cost if the damage were somewhat worse. The premium for 
this coverage was modest in comparison to our losses this time and 
might be the next time. While we sincerely hope that our flood was a 
once-in-a-million-year event, we’re not sure that this is true; it might 
be more of that lore stuff. Regardless, we decided that for the fairly 
modest cost of the insurance, we would rather be safe than sorry.

There are some restrictions that you should discuss with a 
professional insurer. For example, most policies do not cover 
seepage, a deductible is required for each of the coverage areas, and 
other restrictions apply to the type and use of the property.
You can learn more at the very extensive FEMA website (www.
fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program-policy-index) which 
also provides advice on finding an insurance agency that handles 
the insurance, if your current agent doesn’t offer the service. I am 
not an expert on insurance; so you should discuss your property and 
coverage with an insurance agent who can advise you and bind the 
coverage.

Don’t all of us who have been through this wish we had known about 
this earlier?

https://UWRAmadison.org
http://uwramadison.org/event-3035198
http://uwramadison.org/event-3035198
http://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program-policy-index
http://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program-policy-index


What’s new?
by Sandi Haase, Executive Director

Have you been to the UWRA website lately? If you 
haven’t, I encourage you to take a tour today. We’ve added 
a few pages.   

On the home page on the orange banner just below the 
tool bar, you will find a link to a Welcome Message from 
President Rob Seltzer.

Do you know who is serving on the 2018-19 Board of 
Directors? Take a look at the Board of Directors’ photo.

There is now a page titled, “Members having fun.” It is a 
picture album of some of the activities that have been held 
this year, including Anderson Japanese Garden, Potosi 
Brewery and Stonefield Village, UW-Madison Benefits 
Fair, and Landscapes of Lilliput.  

Have you ever wondered what happens at UWRA Board 
of Directors’ meetings? The Board of Directors’ minutes 
and financial reports are now available online. You can find 
them under Home/Board of Directors’ tab. These are in a 
“member’s only” section of the website, which will require 
you to logon in order to access.  

Additionally, the links to the events have been reorganized 
to more easily find the activity links. The five categories 
are UWRA Registration Events, Repeating Events (e.g., 
Committee meetings, breakfast gatherings, and Board of 
Directors’ meetings), University Events, Outside Events 
(e.g., Attic Angel programs, Madison Senior Center, and 
PLATO), and Dates to Remember (e.g., election dates, and 
Sifter article deadline dates).

Is there something that you would like to suggest we 
include on the website? Do you have photos from UWRA 
activities you have attended? We welcome your ideas 
and photos. It is our goal to make the website a dynamic 
site and serve as the source of information for everything 
UWRA!     

The final word: wish list
by Mary Barnard Ray, Editor
 
Presents! They may not be the most important part of 
our holidays, but they are fun. There’s no joy quite 
like surprising someone with a gift that delights. Being 
surprised by a wonderful present isn’t too bad either. I hope 
your holidays are filled with wonderful surprises, some of 
which may be our programs. But just in case you haven’t 
had your fill of giving presents, here is my wish list for The 
Sifter.
•	 pictures you’ve taken at UWRA events
•	 a volunteer to provide backup for our layout person
•	 comments on The Sifter
•	 volunteers for committees
•	 ideas for programs
•	 reporters for trips and programs
 

But most of all, my wish is for wonderful holiday memories 
for all UWRA members.

Capturing family history: it’s not too late—
UWRA website to the rescue!
by Louise Robbins, Educational Technology Committee co-chair

If you missed Troy Reeves’s excellent October 23 
presentation on “How to capture and keep your family 
history using digital recording,” you can still access this 
information on the UWRA website uwramadison.org. You 
can find not only a video and slides of the presentation, 
but some handouts with suggestions of questions to ask 
and helpful hints. Thanks to Frank Boll, our intrepid 
videographer, for his skill and time. 

New members October 8 – November 11

Janet Bresnahan
Joy Cardin

Gregory Clark
Sue Dahmen
Mary Detra

Marlowe Embree
William Goebel
Alan Lockwood

Diane Marty
Margaret Nellis
Denise Nolden
Duane Nolden
Rita Richter

Antony Stretton
Peter Van Zeeland
Robert Woodson

Parking at Oakwood Village 

Enter Oakwood, 6205 Mineral Point Road, at the traffic 
light at Island Drive and Mineral Point Road. Take the 
left fork and then the second driveway on the right to 
enter visitor underground parking. Push the button for 
assistance. Park in any visitor stall; take the elevator to 
the first-floor lobby where signs or a receptionist will 
help you. When you exit the underground parking, the 
garage door opens automatically. You may also park 
outside in a surface spot marked “visitor.” On foot, 
enter Heritage at the main entrance, which is the third 
driveway on the right, at the stop sign, or enter the 
auditorium doors directly from the lower drive.

http://uwramadison.org


Monthly reminders

Eastside breakfast at Elie’s, 4102 Monona Drive, 
Madison, at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesdays, December 12 
and January 16.

Westside breakfast at Sofra, 7457 Elmwood Avenue, 
Middleton, at 8:30 a.m. on Tuesdays, December 4 and 
January 8.
Reservations are not needed, and you are welcome 
wherever you live.

For information on upcoming PLATO trips, visit 
platomadison.org/page-18561.

Tax preparers needed 
by Gail Bergman, UWRA member 

Goodwill of South Central Wisconsin (SCWI) is proud 
to be offering Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 
clinics, and we need your help. The VITA clinics are 
designed to provide free tax-preparation assistance to low-
income taxpayers such as the elderly, individuals with 
disabilities, and limited-English-speaking persons. 

Be a part of bringing $20 million each year into the homes 
of low-income families, allowing them to pay bills, and 
prepare for home ownership, and be an active part of 
local economies by volunteering. You don’t have to be an 
accountant to volunteer, just committed to our community. 
Training is provided in a classroom setting and through 
self-paced, e-learning courses through the IRS Link and 
Learn training program. 

Training sessions will begin in late November/early 
December and continue until the start of the tax preparation 
season in February. For more information, please contact 
Kate Buenger at kbuenger@goodwillscwi.org or call 
246-3140, extension 190. 

Did you know? 

You can register for a UWRA event online, create and print 
the invoice, attach your check, and mail it to the UWRA 
office? No need to cut up your copy of The Sifter! 

Attic Angel offers continuing education 

The Continuing Education Programs of the Attic Angel 
Association are held each Monday morning at Attic Angel 
Place, 8301 Old Sauk Road, Middleton. The programs 
are open to the public. Coffee is served at 10:00 a.m. and 
the program begins at 10:30. There is no charge, and no 
reservation is required.  

Monday, December 3
Chinese society in transition today
Vincent D’Orazio

Monday, December 10
Attic Angel Choir under the direction of Sarellen Schuh

Semester break, December 17 – 31

Programs resume for the second semester on Monday, 
January 7, 2019

December events at the Madison Senior 
Center,  330 W. Mifflin Street

On Wednesday, December 12 from 3-5:30 p.m., join us 
to bid farewell to Christine Beatty, and to wish her health 
and happiness on the next leg of her journey. If you would 
like to do something to honor Christine, she asks that you 
support the Madison Senior Center by contributing to its 
endowment fund at the Madison Community Foundation. 
The fund is at $75,000 and it is Christine’s personal goal 
see it doubled in the next year. 

With the holidays approaching, we have some fun events 
coming up. On Tuesday, December 11 from 
9:30-11:30 a.m., We’ll head to Olbrich Gardens to see 
the large-scale model trains wind through a holiday 
scene overflowing with hundreds of poinsettias and fresh 
evergreens! Members of the Wisconsin Garden Railway 
Society come from all over the state to show off their large-
scale model trains. Admission is $6.00 and includes entry 
to the Bolz Conservatory. Registration deadline is Friday, 
December 7. Register at the Madison Senior Center or call 
266-6581. Payment of $6.00 due at registration. 

We’ll also go to see the Holiday Fantasy in Lights display 
at Olin Park on Wednesday, December 19, from 
4:30-6:00 p.m. Enjoy a free bus ride through the holiday 
light show at Olin Park. The bus will depart the Madison 
Senior Center at 4:30 p.m. and return by 6:00 p.m. 
Registration deadline is Friday, December 14. Register at 
the Madison Senior Center or call 266-6581.

If you’re feeling crafty, join us for our holiday card making 
workshop on December 4 from 10-11:30 a.m. Come join us 
as Jamie Statz-Paynter helps you make three professional-
quality holiday cards that will put a smile on the face of the 
person who receives your card. Stampin’ UP! demonstrator, 
Jamie will provide all materials and instruction you need to 
complete these projects. Space is limited so sign up early. 
Cost is $5.00.



The treasures of Rockford—who knew?
by Jeanne Hendricks, UWRA Member

On Thursday, October 11, our awesome bus driver Paul 
whisked us away to Rockford, Illinois - an unlikely location 
for Anderson Japanese Gardens, one of the two premier 
Japanese gardens in the U.S. We were divided into groups 
of 10, each led by an enthusiastic and knowledgeable 
docent through winding stone pathways, zig zag bridges, 
waterfalls, uniquely beautiful Japanese maples, cloud 
pruned fir trees, and Japanese style structures (e.g., a 
guest house, a tea house, and stone carved pagodas) — 
all designed to encourage mindfulness and being in the 
moment. Because Japanese gardens are meticulously 
designed both vertically and horizontally and don’t rely 
largely on flowers, we were able to appreciate their beauty, 
despite (or perhaps because of) unseasonably chilly 

weather. I particularly enjoyed the various multi-layered 
waterfalls, one of which was designed to resemble a 
dragon.

Our next stop was a Japanese hibachi style lunch at the 
J.M.K. Nippon Restaurant, where we sat grill side and 
enjoyed soup and salad while watching our chef prepare 
and serve vegetables and meats (salmon for me - yum!) 
performance style, complete with a fla.m.ing onion 
volcano!

On the way back to Madison, we stopped at Curran’s 
Orchard to purchase and enjoy apples, apple donuts, apple 
pie, and soft baked chocolate chunk cookies (my dessert 
choice!). It was the perfect way to cap off an enjoyable and 
informative day.



Landscapes of Lilliput, a “bottle biology” class offered 
through the UWRA on Wednesday, October 24, proved a 
study in recycling, plant science, and creativity, thanks to 
the energy and ingenuity of retired professor Paul Williams 
and Kris Carlson, his assistant. Each of the participants left 
the one-and-a-half-hour session with two small terraria, one 
of a desert variety and the other composed of forest-like 
soil, miniature plants, and bark bits. Professor Williams’s 
love of sharing his vast array of knowledge in accessible 
and hands-on pieces made this a most enjoyable morning.

Paul Williams is a Professor Emeritus of Plant Pathology 
in the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences and the 
Director of the Fast Plants program that has been used 
by K-12 teachers for nearly 30 years. Kris Carlson is 
a recent graduate of Biocore, UW-Madison’s Honors 
biology program for undergraduate students who wish to 
discover and reach their academic potential within a small, 
supportive biology education program.

Reflection on “Landscapes of Lilliput”
by Jean Tretow-Schmitz, UWRA member
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Tuesday, December 4 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Sofra 
Tuesday, December 4 10:00 a.m. Majestic mountains and mystical Moorish meanderings 
Wednesday, December 12 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Elie’s 
Thursday, December 13  10:00 a.m. The genomics revolution: what our DNA can tell us 
Tuesday, December 18  10:00 a.m. Health of the US economy
Tuesday, January 15  10:00 a.m. Federal budget implications for Medicare 
      and other safety net programs
Wednesday, January 16  8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Elie’s
Thursday, January 31  10:00 a.m. The East Troy Railroad Museum

For information on Board and Committee meetings and deadlines for The Sifter, see the UWRA website 
at UWRAmadison.org.
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